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Plans in motion
for Aggie Fest
By Darrick Ignasiak

Sports Writer

sponsored by the Student Union

The first Aggiefest was held in
2001. Since then, it has been an

off-and-on event.
The Student Government
Association, housing and residence life, National Pan Hellenic
Council and the Student Union
Advisory Board will host this
year's Aggiefest April 17-23. The
concert will be held on April 28
in Corbett Sports Center.
The performing act will be
announced by Friday. Tickets will
start at $5
"I have yet to disclose that
information," said Megan
Brooks, vice president for external affairs. "We are still locking
down contracts and things of
that sort."
Last year, there was no concert
"The artist may not be who
(students) want because of prior
engagements," Brooks said.
Brooks said the SGA is the
administrator for budgeting
Aggiefest.
The student government closing banquet will kick-off
Aggiefest on April 17. The old
executive board will say farewell
to their campus positions, and
the torch will be handed to the
hew board.

On April 18, the residence hall
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J, MCCRAY

(Clockwise from top left) Chancellor James C. Renick recieves the key to the city from Greensboro Mayor Keith A. Holliday. Renick points out
Obrie Smith, president of the North Carolina A&T Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors. Renick poses with Miss A&T Anisah Rasheed and SGA
President Justin Ramey. After a night of well-wishing, the man of honor spoke about how his work at A&T was not a solo project.

Chancellor honored
Foundation bids farewell to Renick
By Raashida Ryan-Hayes

Contributor

Chancellor James C. Renick
thanked everyone who has
helped in his seven-year career at
A&T during the university foundation's 60th Anniversary Gala.
"When I think of all of you in
the community who have done
so much to this institution, the

only thing I can say is thank you
because together we continue to
build and create and to think
and to do and to feel and to
believe and to make sure that we
are true to the legacy of this great
institution. That's what this is

all about," Renick said
On April 1,the event was held
in the Alumni-Foundation Event
Center. Guests enjoyed a catered
dinner in a soothing ambiance
while listening to the many

accomplishments of Chancellor
Renick
There were many guests pres-

honor the chancellor and
speak on his behalf. Some of
those present were Keith
Holliday, the current mayor of
Greensboro, Tersea Davis, the
•president of the National Alumni
Association, and Dr. Velma
Speight-Buford, chair of A&T's
Board of Trustees.
Renick has been serving as
ent to

chancellor since he was appointed in 1999. He became the university's ninth chancellor.
Renick was a professor of political science and served on several
national boards and foundations.
Among them are the Presidential
Board of Advisors on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities,
the North Carolina Board of
Science and Technology, the

Alum and TV personality speaks on the yard
Commentary

By

Michael J.
Photographer
Who would have thought, that
the fate ofA&T's newest, notable
alum came down to a coin flip?
Terrance Jenkins a.k.a.
Terrance J, A&T's 2003-04 SGA
president and current host of
BET's 106 and Park, explained
that he would rather fate decide
what he would do than his own
McCray

conscience.

Before fate could decide, his
friend and fraternity brother
Travis Bond stepped in and told
Terrance that he was going to go
to the casting call.

The A&T Register
Box E-25, 1601 E. Market St.
Greensboro, NC 27411
Newsroom (336) 334-7700
E-mail: register@ncat.edu
'2006

So, with the $600 he had in his
account, he spent $512 on a
round trip plane ticketfrom

Daytona to New York and
boomed.
"I was trying to do what I
thought they wanted," Jenkins
said. After swallowing his pride,
he traded that plane ticket for a
rental car and drove 14 hours to
Atlanta for the casting call...we all
know the rest.
Terrance J came back to A&T
Monday to sit down with journalism majors and talk about how
he was just in their shoes two
years ago. After sharing his story,

See BET, Page 2

By

Jeuron Dove
Contributor
In a few weeks, more than
1,000 students will take the long
awaited walk across the stage to
become A&T alumni. On May
13, the annual spring commencement ceremony will be held at
the Greensboro Coliseum.
For many students, commencement is the culmination of four
or

more years

of hard work,
dedication and
sacrifice to
A&T. It is the
moment when

students officially make the
transition from
being in

Aggieland to
becoming a
Jackson
part of the real
world.
For many future alumni, graduation will mean that the allnighters in Bluford Library and
frustrating professors that they
have had to endure for the pastcouple of years will finally come
to an end.
Alphonso

One would think that the final
semester of an undergraduate
student would be a Cakewalk, but
that is completely the opposite
for some
"I feel that I am working much
harder in my final semester just
to get out of A&T than I have in

PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. MCCRAY

Gail Wiggins, a journalism professor, looks on as Terrance Jenkins
a.k.a. "Terrance J," a 2004 alum and host of BET's 106 and Park,
takes time to sit down with on-air delivery students to talk about how
he got to his current position

Advisory Board. Students who
want to attend the expo should
be interested in entrepreneurship.
Black Shadows Day will be on
April 19. Miss A&T will host 50
high school students from across
the Triad.
A carnival pep rally for those

students will be held in the
Holland Bowl. The day will be
capped off with a talent show at

8 p.m.
The freshman first-year experience and orientation will be on
April 20. Also on this day, membets of the housing office and
Lamba Chi Alpha Fraternity will
host the first Olympic Games in
the Holland bowl.
OnApril 21, the second step

show of the week will take place
7 p.m. Tickets will be $5 for
A&T students and $7 for the
public. Tickets can be purchased
at the ticket office.
Due to a track meet, April 22
will be an off day.
The Aggie Worship Service
will take place on April 23 and
Code Red sponsored by the
Alpha Nu chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority will take
at

place

Brooks said that Aggiefest gives
student organizations a chance to
work together.

Seniors prepare
for graduation

See, RENICK, Page 2

Terrance J. returns to A&T

show will be held in Moore
Gym and the Aggie Expo will be

step

the past few years," said Kevin
Prichard, a psychology major. "It
is a lot of work coming down the
tunnel in addition to worrying
about all of my graduation obligations."
Christopher Hayes, a sociology
major shares similar sentiments.
"I am glad to be getting out,

"I've only been brought to tears twice during my administration, and the
announcement that you were leaving was one ofthem,"

- SGA President Justin Ramey said about Chancellor Renick

but I still do have a lot to focus
on and finish up before I get out
of here," said Hayes.
A pending concern for most
students after they graduate is to
find his or her first job.
"I have a few options lined up
for after I graduate, but I am still
weighing some of them out,"
said Todd Martin, a chemistry
major

"I plan to go to the service
corps for about a year, and then
go on to graduate school and
enter into my profession," said

Hayes

This year's commencement
will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will
broadcast live via the Internet on
the university's Web site.
As a reminder, all graduating
seniors must have satisfied all
academic and financial obligations to the university prior to
They may pick
up their caps and gowns from
the bookstore starting on May 1
Any students graduating with
commencement.

honors

may

pickup their chords

from the Office of the Registrar
starting on May 8
In the tradition of such luminaries as Tom Joyner and James

Earl Jones, this year's keynote
speaker for the spring commencement will be Alphonso
Jackson, the secretary ofthe U.S.
Department of Housing and

Urban Development.
Jackson is an expert on public
housing and urban issues, who
has served on numerous national
and state commissions.

Jackson holds a bachelor's

degree in political science and a
master's degree in education
administration from Truman
State University. He has also

received his law degree from the
Washington University School of
Law.
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Weekly
Update
Wednesday, April 5
Traffic Jam w/
Big Mike
2 p.m. 5 p.m.
WNAA90.1 FM

-

Coffee Conversations
presented by H.E.R.O

7 p.m.-10 p.m.
Memorial Student
Union
Exhibit Hall

RENICK from Page 1
National Council for Science and

the Environment, the National
Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, and
the Thurgood Marshall
Scholarship Fund
Prior to his present job at
A&T, Renick served as a professor and chancellor at the
University of Michigan-Dearburn
for six and a half years. Not only
has he done and outstanding job
of serving his community, he is
responsible for numerous
changes on A&T's campus
He is responsible for the New
Science Building, the construction of a new parking deck that
will help alleviate the problem

with the limited amount of parking spaces and he has brought
more out of state students to the
engineering department. He continues to make monthly contribu-

tions to the A&T Foundation
and is highly respected among his
students and peers.
There were many in attendance
who had nothing but wonderful
things to say about the chancellor. The mayor of Greensboro
spoke ofRenick's impact on not
only A&T, but also the city of

Greensboro.
He went on to say that "teaching is the most noble profession

there is," and that he believes
that even though Renick will
have a new job somewhere else,
he will still continue to do a lot
for A&T and Greensboro.

SGA President Justin Ramey
delivered a heartfelt speech about
his own feelings of Chancellor
Renick's departure from A&T
and his impact while here.
"I've only been brought to tears
twice during my administration,
and the announcement that you
were leaving was one of them,"
he said.
Ramey went on to acknowledge
Renick's emphasis on innovation
and thanked him for being an
example of "finer manhood."
Renick will be taking on a new
job as senior vice president for
programs and research at the
American Counsel on Education
(ACE) in Washington, D.C. He
accredits the ACE for being the
"unifying voice of all American
higher education," and admitted

that what he would miss most at
his new job will be interacting
with the students.
He said that his work will have
a direct influence of A&T,
because his job deals with public
policy that will affect American
higher education. He also
acknowledges the search committee and believes that they have
done a great job in their search
to find someone that can take
A&T to the next level, which is
an ability that he feels the new
chancellor will definitely need to
possess.

"We have all been

on

this jour-

ney for not seven years but for
115 years. And, as I think about

North Carolina A&T, I continue
to be in awe of what it represents," Renick said.

BET from Page 1

Jenkins fielded

tion, WNAA 90.1 and helped

organize many events like the
unity march after the death of

one of his close friends.

Jenkins graduated from A&T
in 2004 with a bachelor's degree
from the department of journalism

"An Equal, but
Different Playing Field"
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Merrick Hall
Auditorium
"Free... Free...Free
Party"
10 p.m.-2 a.m
Studio 508
"Best of Both Worlds"

Rumba Latina
10 p.m.
$7.00

Thursday, April 6
Richard B. Harrison
Players presents

Eubie!
Paul Robeson Theatre
8 p.m.
A&T's Next Top Model
7:13 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Stallings Ballroom
$4 in advance
$5 at door
"Candyland: People
are Snax"

The Venue
10 p.m.-3 a.m.
"Hard-bottoms and
Heels-Grown With the
Ques"
10 p.m.-3:30 a.m
Ham's Lakeside

Friday, April 6

"Runway Rival
Fashion Extravaganza"
7 p.m.-to 11 p.m.
Carolina Theatre

"6 Degrees of
Separation"
Concert
8 p.m.-10 p.m.
Guilford College's

Dana Auditorium
"Pure Fridays"
10:30 p.m.-2 a.m.
Montego Bay

Saturday, April 8
Annual Spring Football
Game
1 p.m.
Aggie Stadium

and mass communication.

Michael ]. McCray can be reached
at

Women & Money

"Christ Fest-Winning
the Battles through
Jesus Christ"
7:30 a.m.
Upper Room COGIC

questions from

the group of mostly sophomores
about everything from his experiences at A&T and 102 Jamz to
the "cut throat" nature of
females in the industry.
While at A&T, Terrance
worked at the campus radio sta-

Ernst & Young you'll get the on-the-job training
u need to succeed on your own.
We know you're new to the work force. That's why we've created an
environment that's conducive to personal and professional growth and
success. At Ernst & Young we're offering an opportunity to learn from
some of the best talent in the industry. If you're looking for a great start,
look for us on campus. Or visit us on the Web at ey.com/us/careers.
We won't steer you wrong.

334-7700 or mmccray@ncat.edu.

Nation & World
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Convicts share stories from inside prison
By Dwayne Campbell

KRT

ting pens to yellow pads and finding words to describe the lives of

poverty and excess

PHILADELPHIA - After avertfor drugtrafficking, Leondrei Prince settled
down to serve eight years in a
Delaware state prison.
With time to kill, he read voraciously, Webster's Dictionary,
chick lit by Terry McMillan, old
urban fiction by Donald Goines,
and new-school street lit by Teri
ing a life sentence

Woods.

Then Prince wrote, just as voraciously. A few pages turned into
"Bloody Money," followed by
"Bloody Money 2," "Me ' n My
Girls," and nine other manuscripts, written in the strong,

often profane language of the
he grew

inner-city streets where

"I knew that when I got out, I
couldn't go back to selling drugs,
and I wouldn't be able to get a
job," said Prince, 33, who has
had three books published since
his release in 2003, "so I started
looking at writing as a job. But
this has exceeded all my expectations."

Books by inmates, both current
and former, are an increasingly
lucrative segment ofthe fast-growing genre known as "street lit,"
"ghetto lit," "urban" or "hip-hop"
fiction.
In many prisons, men and
women on lockdown are spending their hours

of solitude in a
most un-"Oz"-like fashion, put-

Vickie Stringer, for example,

left prison and a cocaine-trafficking past to become a best-selling
author ("Let That Be the
Reason"; "Imagine This"); start
her own publishing company,
Triple Crown; and cut a six-figure
deal with Simon &. Schuster.
"Now they're writing manuscripts and asking for help with
editing," said Rivera.
Commonly, the writers self-

that put them

on a path to the slammer.
"Right now it's the biggest fad

in prison," said street lit agent
Joseph Jones, who signed Prince

while they were both serving time
for drug charges in Delaware.
"The biggest drug dealer, the
smallest crook, they're writing
books."

The results are titles such as

publish after they get out of
prison. But some start-up pub-

"Dangerously Insured," by
Shafeeq (Reginald Johnson), a
state inmate from North
Philadelphia; "Thugs and the

lishers and authors find each
other and sign book contracts
while they are both stuck in D-

Women Who Love Them," by
Wahida Clark, a Trenton, N.J.,
woman who is locked up at
Alderson Federal Prison Camp in
West Virginia; "The Family II:
Life After Death," the second
book by Philadelphian Antonne
M. Jones, who spent two years in
a Delaware prison; and "Memoir:
Delaware County Prison," by exinmate Reginald L. Hall from

block.
Prince's "Bloody Money,"
which chronicles the drug trade
and lives of four friends in
Wilmington, Del., was first a hit
in Howard R. Young
Correctional Institution,
Wilmington. When inmates were
clamoring for Prince's manuscript, Joseph Jones became his
agent and started charging prisoners, cigarettes or a can of soup,
to read the work.

West Philadelphia.
"They write about stuff I can

relate to," said Lynndrena Evans,

Now,

19-year-old Community College
of Philadelphia student who has

read Prince's books and other
street lit. "It's stuff we consider
everyday life."
Freebbie Rivera, a language arts

instructor at Horizon Academy, a
school at New York's Rikers
Island jail, said more inmates are
writing books because "they see
the success of other incarcerated
authors, and they get motivated."

PHO' O BY JOHN COSTELLO

•

Out of the popular and often controversial urban literature books written by black authors is a sub-genre
that deals intimately with life in prison and the troubled, gritty life-on-the-mean-streets path that lead
directly to jail.

By Mike Kelly

KRT

-

KRT
BAGHDAD, Iraq-Jill
Carroll's nearly three months of
captivity ended around 12:20
p.m. on March 30 when she
walked into an Iraqi Islamic Party
office in western Baghdad and
handed the front-desk clerk a
note asking for help

ofelection officials.
But Election Day in this tiny
Israeli town midway between
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv was significantly different from what it was
in the rest of the nation: Jews
and Arabs voted together.
There were many places in
Israel to measure the emotional
significance oflast Tuesday's pivotal Knesset elections. But one of
the most unusual was this model
community on a lush hillside

only ifthey promise to participate
in programs aimed at finding

common ground and working
out their differences
Perhaps not surprisingly, Neve

Shalom, Hebrew for "Oasis of
Peace", did not support the victorious Kadima Party, which is
trumpeting a plan to set up a
security border to separate the

Palestinian-dominated West Bank
from the Jewish homeland.
"We tend to go for liberals,
even communists," Rita Boulos, a
Palestinian Christian, said after
dropping her ballot into a box at
the town's community center.
"We are trying to live together,"
she added. "We don't always succeed. You don't have to be in love
with everyone here. You just have
to understand and respect them."
There is a Sixties, utopian-commune feel to Neve Shalom. As
voters trickled to the community
center, they walked past a rack of
pamphlets that advertised such
things as holistic therapy. Later,
the day's gossip was not about
politics, but about a possible concert this summer by Roger Waters
of Pink Floyd fame.
The laid-back style is deceiving,
though. The town takes great
pride in not only organizing programs for residents but in reaching out to others to spread its
message.

"We are doing something

The kidnapped American jour-

nalist, a freelancer for the
Christian Science Monitor, had
been snatched just a few miles

away on Jan. 7 while leaving a
Sunni politician's office. Her

whereabouts had been unknown
until a car dropped her off in

PHOTO BY JAMES W. ANNESS

A voter places their ballot in Neve Shalom, an experimental village in Israel where Israeli and Muslim families are allowed to live in the same town as long as they promise to participate in programs aimed at finding common ground and working out their differences.
unusual," said Elan Frish, 58,
of the town's original Jewish
residents. "We are pioneers. This
is a model for the country. Arabs
and Jews can live together."
"We chose a different way of
one

life," Frish's 23-yearold daughter,
Adi, said. "There is a lot of prejudice in Israel from both sides.
The rest of the country doesn't
think like us."
Founded in the 1970s by a

Roman Catholic Dominican
brother, the town's charter calls

for equal numbers of Jewish and
Arab residents. It now has about
25 families from each group, with
Arab families almost evenly divided between Christian and

Muslim. In keeping with the
inclusive attitude, many residents
not only recite the town's Hebrew
name when saying where they
live, but go out of their way to
include an Arabic translation as
well, Wahat al-Salam.
On road signs, however, Israel's
government just sticks with the
Hebrew name. Indeed, the town's
mayor said no Israeli prime minister has ever visited his community, even though it has been
nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize and praised by such luminaries as Nobel laureate Elie
Wiesel,

Indeed, at rimes, Israel's government has

been a bit befuddled

by Neve Shalom.
The town's elementary school

has both Jewish and Arab students. Even in Israeli towns with
substantial Arab populations,
most Jewish and Arab students
attend separate public schools.
And when Neve Shalom
applied for government agricultural funds to help pay for its
sheep farm, the town ran into a
not-so-small bureaucratic wall:
Was this an Arab farm or a
Jewish farm? Israel's Agriculture
Ministry maintained separate
funding for farms run by Jewish
and Arab citizens.
Neve Shalom residents often
chuckle in recounting such
moments in their town's history.
But those moments underscore a
fact oflife: The town is so different from the rest ofIsrael that citizens on the outside have a difficult time understanding it.
Here, Arab and Jewish children
not only study in the same classrooms, they play on the same soccer field and swim in the same
community pool.

"Our country is for Jews and
Arabs, and both peoples have to
live together," said Ahmed Hijazi,
a 39-year-old Muslim. "The diversity enriches us."
If there is a dividing line, it's
dating among singles. Residents
say that while Arab and Jewish

young people may attend dances
together, few go on dates and
none have married outside their

ethnic group.
Residents say town meetings
are a mix of the political and the
pedantic. Sometimes, they
exchange views about such hotbutton topics as how the Israel
government is building fences
and walls in the West Bank to
separate Jewish settlements from
Palestinian villages. At other
times, though, discussions focus
on how loud residents are playing

their stereos.
As he stood outside the voting
center, Shay Saar, 25, said it's
rare that Arabs and Jews in Israel
find any common ground.
"Maybe they are afraid to connect," Saar said.
As he spoke, an army helicopter flew overhead, a reminder of

the high countertenor alert
throughout Israel on Election
Day and how the problems of
Arabs and Jews are not small. But
after the helicopter passed, a
rooster's crowing filled the
silence
Saar looked across the parking
lot outside the town's community
center. In the center ofthe lot
was a garden with an olive tree.
"We need more of these
places," Saar said.

sequel, "Bloody Money 2," is
nearing the 25,000 mark.
"Selling 20,000 in paperback

for an unknown author is very
respectable," said Charlotte

Abbott, a senior editor at the
trade bible Publishers Weekly.

Journalist
released from
Iraqi capture
By Nancy A. Youssef and
Shatha al Awsy

NEVE SHALOM, Israel The
like hundreds ofother polling places,
from the Galilee hills to the
Negev desert. There was an Israeli
flag, a blue ballot box and a team

where the coastal plain rises into
the Jerusalem hills.
Here, Jews and Arab citizens of
Israel not only live in the same
town, they are allowed to move in

"Bloody

According to Jones, the book
has sold more than 50,000 copies
since it was released, and the

Model Israeli community
points its way to peace
voting station looked

in book format,

Money" is available to anyone for
$15, and selling briskly.

a

front of the party's office, guards
at the building said. She
appeared healthy
In an interview broadcast on

Baghdad television, Carroll said
she was treated well during her
82 days of captivity. Still wearing
a hijab, which covered her hair,
Carroll said she was fed well and
allowed to go to the bathroom by
herself. She emphasized that she
was never threatened. She said
she occasionally heard news, but

she didn't know what led to her
release, including whether a ransom had been paid.
"You would have to ask the
mujahadeen (religious fighters)
that," she said. "They came to me
and said, OK, we are letting you

'

now.'"
On the Christian Science
Monitor Web site, Editor Richard
Bergenheim said no ransom had
been paid. In three tapes released
to Iraqi media during her captivity, a group called the Vengeance
Brigade said it was holding
go

Carroll

In the last tape, the kidnappers
threatened to kill Carroll unless
all female prisoners in Iraq were
released by Feb. 26. U.S. officials
freed five of the nine prisoners
around that time, but they said
that theirrelease was unrelated to
the demand. The deadline passed
with no word of Carroll, but
Minister of Interior Bayan Jabr
said two days later that he
believed she was alive
Officials at the Ministry of

Justice said five female detainees

remain in Iraq.

Carroll's arrival at the Iraqi
Islamic Party on March 30 initially caused confusion. The note,
written in Arabic, said that she
was a hostage and asked- officials
there to deliver her to her country, said employees at the Iraqi
Islamic Party office.
However, the employees said
Carroll looked like an Iraqi, perhaps an employee of the party's
women's section. She was wearing
an Islamic gown, and her hair
was veiled. She also wore a
khamar, a piece of cloth that covered most of her face. Only her
red spectacles were visible.
The front-desk clerk went to
the office manager and said a
wanted to talk to him
"I'm too busy," the office manager, who wanted to be referred to
only by the nickname Abu
Hassan, replied. He got up only
woman

at

the clerk's

insistence.

After he read the note, Abu
Hassan said, Carroll took off the
khamar, revealing her face.

Workers at the office said they
didn't know what to do next. No
one spoke English, so Carroll
tried to communicate in broken
Arabic, telling the staff that she
was a hostage. But Hassan said he
was nervous, given the security
situation, and feared that she
could be untrustworthy. He called
the party's general secretary,
Tariq al-Hashimi, who spoke
English, and asked him to talk to
Carroll. Hashimi said he assured
Carroll that she was safe and sent
a convoy of cars and guards to
pick her up and take her to party
headquarters.

"She was very nervous. And
she was very scared of everybody
around her. She just wanted to go
home," Hassan said.
On'average, about 35 Iraqis are
kidnapped every day. More than
400 foreigners have been
snatched since April 2003
Carroll's kidnapping captured

international attention

as

her

colleagues, friends and
family frequently appealed to her
newspaper
captors,

telling them about her

reverence for Iraqis and her commitment to telling their stories.
Carroll, in an interview outside

his North Carolina home, said he

received the call around 6 a.m.
She said: "Hi, Dad. This is Jill.
I'm released."
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What's NewsIn Business andFinance
Rising Rates Set
To Slow Economy
Long-term interest rates are on
the rise, a trend that could eventually slow the nation's expansion.
Some analysts believe the yield
on the 10-year U.S. Treasury notethe foundation for long-term interest

Delayed Reaction
Yield on the benchmark U.S. government
bond vs. theFed's key target rate

above 5%.
The upturn, spurred by deepening economic growth in the U.S. and
abroad, is pushing up the cost of a
widening range of consumer and
business loans, including 30-year
mortgages and corporate bonds.
While the Fed directly controls
short-term interestrates, it has less

influence over long-term rates,
which are more affected by factors
such as expectations about inflation
and investor demand for bonds. Un-

til recently, long-term rates have
largely ignored the Fed's repeated
attempts to push them upward by
raising short-term rates. Now, however, with economies and interest
rates on the upswing in Japan and
Europe, the Fed finally seems to be
gaining some traction.
Higher borrowing costs damp
consumer spending and business investment, and thus are the Fed's
most potent tool for managing
growth and inflation.
Few economists, though, expect
higher long-term rates to derail the
current economic expansion. Indeed, rates probably would ease
again if the economy showed signs
of softening.

GM Agrees to Sell
Key Financing Unit
Indicating just how risky its fi-

nancial state has become, General
Motors agreed to sell a 51% stake in
its most profitable unit, General Motors Acceptance Corp., to a private
investor group led by Cerberus Capi-

tal Management.

GM is expected to garner slightly

more than $14 billion from the complex deal, providing a much needed
infusion for its ailing North American automotive business. But the
sale could also have dramatic implications on GM over time, because
most of GM's profits since 2001 have
come from GMAC.
GMAC, the seventh-largest financial institution in the U.S., finances tens of billions of dollars'
worth of cars, homes and college educations. It paid out a $2.5 billion dividend to GM last year, helping dull
the effects of a miserable year in
which GM lost $10.6 billion. But GM
will receive only half of that profit
stream now, putting more pressure
on the auto maker to turn around its
core business.

Would Facebook
Sell for Billions?
Facebook, a social-networking
service popular with college students, has recently talked with some
large media and Internet companies
about possible partnerships or being
acquired by them, people familiar
with the matter say.

But the small Internet company
and potential acquirers don't seem
to agree about its valuation.
Venture-capital firm Accel Partners, which put about $12.7 million in
the start-up last year, thinks it eventually could be valued in the billions
of dollars. But potential suitors don't
seem that impressed.
News Corp. paid $580 million,
plus a $69 million loan, to buy Intermix Media Inc., parent company of
Facebook rival MySpace.com, a
more general networking site. ViacomInc. has looked atFacebook as a

possible acquisition, according to a
person familiar with the matter, but

doesn't think it's worth much more
than a couple of hundred million dollars.
Facebook, started by Harvard
University student Mark Zuckerberg, has seven million members
and in February recorded 5.5 billion
page views, making it the seventh-

most-trafficked Internet site in the
U.S., according to research firm
comScore Media Metrix.

The Latest in Film Debuts
Studios Sign a Deal
For Buying Online;
But Viewers Beware

10-year Treasury note:
4.87*

rates-is on a run that will take it

4 Federal-funds target rate:
4.75%

2004

'05

'06

Sources: Reuters; WSJ Market Data Group

Cellphone Games

Push Boundaries
The latest thing in cellphone
games: products that encourage
players to interact in the physical
world or with other media, such as
television.
PhoneTag, for one, from an entertainmentcompany founded by actors Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, is
something like capture the flag. It

requires players to race around reallife cities hunting for other players
to "tag." Another company, AirPlay
Network, is expected to announce a
deal with Sprint Nextel to bring a
range of games to Sprint subscribers
that quiz users on the outcomes of

televised sports matches, game
shows and other live events as
they're unfolding.

About a quarter of the more than

two billion mobile phone users
world-wide use their devices to play

mobile games, estimates market-research firm ABI Research. Most of
those users are people who play the'
games that come loaded on their
phones when they purchase them.
Carriers and game publishers,
meanwhile, are eager to get cellphone users to purchase and download additional games over wireless
networks. By 2011, ABI estimates,
consumers will spend $12.9 billion
world-wide on mobile games, up
from about $1.56 billion last year.

Atypical Workdays
Becoming Routine
A new generation of workers is
encountering the benefits and draw-

backs of unconventional schedules.
With cellphones and BlackBerrys
ubiquitous, the idea of work ending
at 5 p.m. is endangered. For some
jobs it has disappeared entirely, altering family and social lives and

complicating schedules for parents
and married couples.

As of 2002, about two-fifths of employed Americans worked during
the evening, weekend, overnight or
on a rotating shift, according to the
Current Population Survey, a project
of the Bureau ofLabor Statistics and
the Bureau of the Census. Only
about 30% of American workers have
a "standard" workday schedule-40
hours a week, during the day, Mondaythrough Friday. When those who
work any time during those hours
are included, weekday warriors are

only a slight majority.

Odds & Ends
U.S. newspapers' online audi-

ences are growing rapidly, according to a new industry study, highlighting a key growth area that
newspapers are seeking to exploit as
print circulation continues to be

challenged. A study by the Newspaper Association of America found
that one in three Internet users, 55
million, visit a newspaper Web site
everymonth.
By JayHershey
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By Sarah McBride

When

the hit "Brokeback

Mountain" was released on DVD earlier
this week, fans didn't
have to visit a store to
buy the movie. In a
first for a major new studio film,
broadband Internet users simultaneously were able to legally purchase
and keep an electronic copy using
their computers.
The "Brokeback" online release
is the result of a deal that Movielink

LLC, a movie-downloading service,
has made with five major studiosNBC Universal Pictures, Warner
Bros., Sony Pictures Entertainment,

Paramount and Twentieth Century
Fox. The pact finally allows consumers to download and own a copy
of major film releases, both new and
catalog titles. In the past, online services like Movielink have only allowed users torent filmsdownloaded
from the Internet, and then only
weeks after the movies hit bricksand-mortar stores. Now, consumers
will be able to buy electronic copies
the same day the DVD is offered by
Best Buy Co. orWal-Mart Stores Inc.

Step Forward

The deals represent a serious
step forward in online movie distribution, which has been bogged down
by a variety of technical issues and
business concerns.
"This is a sign that the studios
have moved beyond seeing the delivery of movie downloads over broadband as simply a need to combat
piracy to seeing real consumer demand and wanting to fulfill it," says
Jim Ramo, Movielink's chief execu-

tive.

Movielink, a cooperative venture
of the major film studios, isn't alone
in opening this new chapter ofonline
movie distribution. CinemaNow
Inc., a competitor, has made a similar arrangement with Sony andLion-

they were taking action toprovide a
legal alternative to piracy. That way,
if they went to lawmakers to ask for
harsher piracy laws, or to courts to
ask for their enforcement, they could
say they weren't simply afraid of
technology.

Download-to-Own
More examples of new releases and classic
titles that will be available for download from
Movielink soon:
Recent releases
'Brokeback Mountain' �
'Good Night, and Good Luck'
'Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire'
The Weather Man'
'Walk the Line'

Source: the company

Pirate-Proof?
While movie piracy is growing,
most comes from people who tape

first-run movies in theaters and
then upload them to the Internet. Legal online delivery could minimize
the impact of illegal copies by giving

Classic titles
'Breakfast at Tiffany's' �
'East of Eden'
'Field of Dreams'
'On the Waterfront'
The Sting'

sgate and also plans to begin selling
films immediately.
The new pacts are far from perfect-both of the deals essentially
discourage viewers from watching
the movies they buy on televisions,
virtually forcing them to watch on
computers. Movielink will allow consumers to burn a backup DVD of the
movie and to keep the movie on as

many as three computers. But the
discs burned from Movielink will
play only in computer hard drives,
not on DVD players. If consumers
have a Microsoft Media Center Edition PC, they can stream their copy
of a Movielink movie to a TV set connected to a MediaCenter extender or
Xbox.
Negotiations are in the works at
an industry group that determines
procedures for copy-protection software that will allow buyers on both
services to pop the discs into DVD
players. That will make it easier to
watch them on TVs. But that's at
least several months away. For now,
consumers who want to watch the
movies on their TVs must connect
the two, which can be challenging-

especially if the devices aren't in the
same room. For those without the
Media Center PCs, the move typically requires special cables that

hook audio and video outputs on a

computer to the television, and then
changing settings on the computer.
Newerreleases on Movielink will
cost between $20 and $30-higher
than what DVDs typically sell for in
stores-and catalog titles will cost

$10 to $16, in line with the typical list
prices for DVDs. CinemaNow's
prices for all titles will range between $10 and $20, although its customers won't yet be able to watch

their movies on other computers or
burn them onto DVDs. Currently,
rentals on the services cost around
$4 to $5 for new titles and around $3
to $4 for older titles.
There are other catches. The
movies on both services require

more than an hour to download, even
on a high-speed connection. Both
services, however, run technology
that allows viewers tostart watching
a few minutes after the movie starts
downloading. The studios haven't
promised to make all new titles available at the same time as the DVD
versions. Walt Disney Co. hasn't yet
signed up for the sales or the earlier

release dates.

Movielink and CinemaNow are

already being challenged bypossible
competition. Several other electronic movie-purchase services are
in the works, including one from
Amazon.com Inc. Meanwhile, Apple
Computer Inc.'s iTunes Music
Store-which offers TV shows and
other video content for sale—has
held discussions with movie studios
about feature-film content, but so far

hasn't struck deals.
Fear of piracy has prompted the
studios to be cautious about how
quickly they embrace the online
world. One of the many reasons the

studios founded Movielink, however,
was to show Congress and the courts

users an official, high-quality option. While it's theoretically possible to hack movies delivered legally
online, it's difficult and time consuming, analysts say, and they expect most consumers won't bother,
especially given that pirated versions are normally widely available
by the time a movie comes out on

DVD.
The shift away from a highly cautious approach also stems from several big changes in the marketplace
and studio thinking, first among
them a slowdown in physical DVD
sales last year. If DVDs, long a cash
cow for studios, are losing their sizzle, studios need to find something
that could potentially plug the gap.
"Movies online really is an underserved segment," says Paul
Palumbo, research director at AccuStream iMedia Research. "I think
there's excess demand for it, if it
were presented in a way that was accessible, if it was in front of a larger
audience pool." But he thinks success would come more easily if the
studios peddled movies online
through big-name sites like Yahoo
Inc., or companies known for
movies, like Blockbuster Inc.
Mr. Ramo, Movielink's chief executive, says his company stands
out because it is "a pure play"—a
business that only does one thing.
Movielink is "known for our digital
movie delivery," Mr. Ramo says.
Curt Marvis, CinemaNow's chief
executive, views his current studio
partnerships as just the beginning
of what, eventually, will be a much
longer list. "The playing field will be
leveled in a very short time frame,"
he says.

Coke Seeks
Old Magic
In New Ads
By Chad Terhune

Drink

Coke. Be Happy.
Coca-Cola Co., which
has struggled to craft a win-

ning advertising campaign

after setting the standard
for decades, is trying to get
that message across and rekindle the
love many consumers once had for its
flagship brand in a new campaign
called "The Coke Side of Life."
The new ads, which replace the

previous "Real" campaign, aim to re-

mind consumers that the world's

most famous brand represents "happiness in a bottle."
The campaign kicked off in North
America during coverage of the
men's college basketball Final Four.
Rarely has Coke had so much riding on an ad campaign. Indeed, it's
far from clear that a new ad slogan

alone canreverse Coca-Cola's decline
in the U.S., as more consumers swear
off sugary sodas and turn to bottled
water and energy drinks. Sales of
Coca-Cola Classic in the U.S. fell 2%

by volume last year, contributing to a
10% sales decline for the brand over

the past five years. Coke has had
mixed results introducing lower-calorie alternatives, including Coke Zero,
a confusing alter ego to Diet Coke.
Behind the scenes, Coke marketers in recent years have been
locked in an internal tug-of-war over
their 120-year-oldbrand's image. Traditionalist executives were determined to preserve the icon, which is
steeped in Santa Claus and Norman
Rockwell-style Americana. New marketers atCoke were pressing for a hipper identity for the brand, one they

deemed more likely to appeal to
teenagers.
The new ads feature simpler storylines than the "Real" campaign,
which often focused on the gritty nuances of teen life over a series of ads.
In one new TVad, a man in a nursing
home drinkshis firstCoca-Cola. Then
he asks, "What else haven't I done?"
The experience leads him to express
his long-repressed love for a woman
named Doris, gun the engine on a motorcycle and run with the bulls.
Tom Pirko, of consulting firm Bevmark, doubts the "Coke Side ofLife"
will register with consumers. Coke's
best-loved ads aired when consumers
had far fewer beverage choices and it
was much easier to reach people
through mass-market TV commercials. "Marketing magic cannot be recreated," Mr. Pirko says. "It has to be
created with an original thought that
is breakthrough."
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If administrators at Florida
A&M University forced me to cut
my beloved braids because I needed to conform after graduation, I
would quickly throw up the
"deuces" sign and find a school
more accepting of my culture.
Fortunately, I don't have this
problem, but a number ofbusiness students do at another historically black institution

Ledbetter
Black College Wire

Arts &l Life Editor

Photographer

Stancheka Boone
Managing Editor

Brandon Dillahunt
Business Manager

Chad Roberts

Kenya Bracey
Advertising Specialist

Copy Desk Chief

Michael Stanley
Sports Editor

Emily Harris

Hampton University.

Faculty Adviser

-

Officials ofthe university's
business program decided to
extend the strict dress code of
suits and ties to include hair-

The views expressed on this page are the opinions of the
writer, and do not necessarily represent theviews of the students, faculty or staff of North Carolina A&T. All submissions
will be considered for publication. We reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, style and grammar. Anonymous submissions will not be published.

styles

The rules prohibit men in the
five-year master of business
administration program from
wearing braids, cornrows or
dreadlocks, according to CNN,
and women can wear their hair in
braided styles only as long as they
aren't "extreme."

The business school's dean,

Sidney Credle, believes the policy
isn't racist because the attire can
help students overcome the racial
stereotypes they can encounter in
the professional world.
There is nothing wrong with a
dress code to make sure students
present themselves professionally,
but targeting styles that are
unique to the black community
says something is wrong with us
— and that the look of corporate
society is superior.

'

Hampton was one of my top
college choices during my senior
year in high school. But I'm
thankful I didn't go there,
because the private university's
history of censoring student
expression in the past few years is
appalling.
In November, the university
threatened to expel students for

organizing a protest against the
Bush administration's policies,
and in 2003, after campus journalists reported health code violations in the student cafeteria, officials seized copies of the ne#spa-

and destroyed them.
Historically, HBCUs have
played a part in preparing stu-

train students to work for someone else.

per

"We're developing professionals
who will go into corporate
America for the most part and so
we don't want extreme hairstyles," Credle told WRIOTV in

dents to become leaders and
speak out against issues hurting
black students and the black community. What would have happened ifFAMU tried to expel students for participating in the
Tallahassee Bus Boycott of 1956?
This issue reminds me of a
scene in Ralph Ellison's "Invisible
Man." The university president
expels the narrator after he accidentally shows a white contributor to the black college a part of
town that is "beneath" that of the
"college educated negroes."
That scene reminded me that
black people can't always blame
outsiders for the state of the
black community because sometimes we can be our own worst

Richmond, Va.

Having the acceptable "look"
wouldn't be as important if the
business program sought to make
students entrepreneurs.
I'm sure many top corporations
are not worried about finding
people to fit into their cubicles.
But the lack ofblack-owned
businesses is one ofthe black
community's major economic
problems.
HBCUs should focus on professionalism, not suffocating stu-

dent expression
Ebonie Ledbetter, a student at

,

Florida A&M University, is a sophomore newspaper journalism major
from Fairburn, Ga. and managing
editor of the Famuan. She can be

enemy.

Maybe the "hair code" at
Hampton isn't what's really upsetting me. It's the underlying mission of Hampton's and even
FAMU's business schools to

reached at

—

managingedi tor@hotmail.com.
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Gulf CoastiWhere are the black people offering relief?
Since Hurricane Katrina hit
last August, many of us have
moved on with our lives.
But not those in the Gulf
Coast region. I bore witness.
Spring Break 2006 gave many
college students the opportunity
to see firsthand the damage created by a storm that changed the
face of America.
Katrina on the Ground, a project sponsored by several grassroots organizations, allowed black
college students a chance to help
an area where the large African
American population was devastated. March 12-17 gave us the
opportunity to help. But we didn't expect the surprise.
With all the allegations of
injustices delivered to African
Americans in the United States, I
figured that the NAACP, the

Universal Negrc
Improvement

just plain

Association and
other blackfocused groups
had been in
Mississippi and
Alabama with
„
,T
one fist in the
SashaVann

our own.

Nope.

Everyone we

looked

Our own, as in the people who
looked like those who had been
exploited, making national headlines without national help.
Our own, as in those who lived
in the Ninth Ward ofNew
Orleans and are still recovering
body parts from hidden corners
on

met in those

areas

at us with wide eyes like
we were the second coming of
Christ. All we heard for an entire
week was that we were the first
group of black people that they
had seen in the area and that
they were so grateful for our help,
My question was, "where in the
hell is everyone else?" Then I realized something that struck me as

ridiculous.

I knew of no relief provided by

the streets.

Our own, as in those who,
trapped in the capitalistic constraints ofAmerica, couldn't look
to their democratic government
to provide shelter and medicine
at the height ofthe storm.
It took walking into a volunteer
center to see that what the residents spoke as truth was only a
part of this realization. Walking
onto that field in Biloxi, Miss.,

was like stepping onto Duke

University's campus.
Don't get me wrong. Relief
efforts should not be segregated.
In a catastrophe ofthis scale, I
applaud anyone who works in the
gulf.
But I must say I am disgusted
by the lack of initiative taken by

the black community.
So what have we ,been doing?
I mean, while the rest of
America sat in front of the television for the three weeks after the
storm, those directly affected
watched their lives flow down the
new rivers in their neighborhoods

They watched their so-called
government pass over them like
roadkill. They watched their family members die hopelessly in
front of them,

And so did black America,
We, the African American population who represent those disproportionately affected by the
storm, witnessed the atrocities.
Due to the inadequacies of the
Red Cross and FEMA, many of
us saw how masses were taken

the back of trucks, only
off in locations
more chaotic and severe than the
place they left.
People, please understand that
we are doing an injustice to ourselves by not helping our people.
Yes, the media over-romanticized
New Orleans and completely dismissed Mississippi and Alabama,
places where people are still living
in tents and dead bodies are turning up in houses.
I ask three questions:
What is wrong with us?
away on

to be dropped

What are we waiting on?
And why can we not ever seem
to help ourselves?
The organization that we
worked alongside was called
Saving Ourselves, or S.O.S.,
which did a profound job in supplying the volunteers with food
and shelter during our stay.
However, the denial of help to
other black people when we can
clearly devote the time, energy
and money is strictly murder.
I need for the fratricide to stop.
Really.

Sasha Vann, a junior history major
North Carolina Central
University, is sports editor of the
Campus Echo.

at

Sports
Gators swamp Bruins for national title
By Lew

Freedman
Chicago Tribune
(KRT)

-

INDIANAPOLIS Down south
in the swampy areas, the innocent
are warned about becoming gator
bait. Apparently, the same applies
to tip-toeing

domes.

There is no other way to describe what happened to UCLA
on Monday night. The Florida
Gators opened those fearsome
jaws wide and

chomped the

Bruins into little pieces, 73-57,
to claim the school's first NCAA
men's basketball championship at
the RCA Dome.
The Gators (33-6) did everything right from the start, offensively and defensively, smothering

Wooden ailing in a Los Angeles
hospital, the night seemed ripe
for UCLA glory, but instead it
was just the end of their 2005-06

They were probably also consulting their program, trying to
determine just who Adrian Moss
was

tournament, winning

story.

Moss, a 6-foot-9-inch senior
backup forward who usually has
reservations on the bench, hit inside shots, jumpers and couldn't
help but leave UCLA discour-

four of its five previous postseason games
by double-figure
margins and two by
more than 20 points

aged. He had nine points and five
rebounds in the first half.
■
Meanwhile, only guard Jordan
Farmar (12 points in the half,
18 for the game) seemed to have
a nose for the hoop for UCLA.
Usual double-figure-scoring
backcourt partner Arron Afflalo
could barely get a pass and was
0-for-3 in the half. And Luc Richard Mbah a Moute, the prince
from Cameroon, was busted to

championship came
in 1995 and this was
the Bruins' first.Final
Four appearance
since. Coach Ben
Howland has worked
diligently to educate
his young players
about UCLA's glory
days under Wooden,

In the first half as the Gators

rode to a 36-25 lead, UCLA
seemed to have a better chance
of tag-team solving a 10,000-piece
jigsaw puzzle than figuring out
Florida's defense. The Bruins
looked as dazed and confused
on both ends of the court as the
movie of the same name. They
couldn't shoot or come up with a
way of halting the Gators' equalopportunity offense.

commoner.

the Bruins' plays and befuddling
them with their own scoring.

Joakim Noah led four Florida

players in double figures with 16
points. Lee Humphrey added 15

and Al Horford had 14.
The Pac-10 Conference Bruins
(32-7) were chasing their 12th
title, but were really only in the
game for minutes. After building

an 11-point halftime lead, the

Southeastern Conference Gators
erupted at the beginning of the
second half.
Humphrey, who had a fourpoint play in the first half, immediately stroked two three-pointers
and soon Florida led by 20.
Billy Donovan, a one-time
player for Providence, joined
Dean Smith and Bob Knight as
only the third player to compete
in the Final Four and win a title
as coach.
With legendary coach John

(LOUIS DELUCA/DALLAS MORNING
NEWS/KRT)

Florida's Joakim Noah
(13), Al Horford (42)

and Corey Brewer band
together near the end
of the game as UCLA's
Jordan Farmar walks
by as the Florida Gators
beat the UCLA Bruins
73-57 in the championship game of the Final
Four on April 3 at the
RCA Dome in Indianap-

olis, Indiana.

UCLA shot just 29.6 percent
from the floor and kept driving
straight at the 6-11 Noah, who
shook his head and said uh, uh,
Noah had five blocks_a final
game record_in the half. He finished the night with seven blocks
and nine rebounds.
Noah, whose father is former
tennis star Yannick Noah, was
brilliant. His presence in the low

intimidating, altering and
blocking shots totally disrupted
UCLA's offense. In the second
post

half he asserted himselfoffensively, as well, with drives and
picturesque one-handed flips
UCLA, which allowed only
52.8 points per game in five
tournament games leading up to
the final, seemed lost on defense
this time. Forward Lorenzo Mata,
playing with an opaque mask
because of a twice-broken nose,
accumulated three fouls in 16

Jackson State's Trey Johnson
to enter NBA Draft early
By

Ja'Nekia Barton
Black College Wire

me that no matter what happens,

he would go back to get his degree. He has not signed with an
agent. We just felt it was the right

With the support of fans,
family, coaches and teammates,
Trey Johnson, a junior at Jackson
State University and the Tigers'
leading scorer, announced he will
declare for the 2006 NBA draft.
"I've been
thinking

about entering the draft
since about

three-fourth(s)
through the

season," John-

Trey

Johnson

son said at a
March 24 news
conference.

"The coaching

staffand my family thought it
was the right decision."
The draft is scheduled June
28 at Madison Square Garden in
NewYork.

Johnson's mother, Phyllis

Johnson, said, "He has promised

decision to test the waters." Clinton Johnson Jr. said he thought
his son

was better at baseball.

Under NCAA rules, student
athletes must have completed
at least 60 percent of their work
toward a degree to be eligible to
compete as juniors. They may
declare for the draft once in their

careers without jeopardizing their
amateur status, and can return
to collegiate sports if they are not
drafted.
Johnson was the second leading scorer in, the Southwestern
Athletic Conference and ranked
eighth in scoring among all Division I NCAA players. At Jackson
State, Johnson led the Tigers,
averaging 23 points per game.

The 6-foot-5 guard said he
was confident about his chances
after conversations with many
people, including some in the
NBA. Although he played a com-

bination guard in college, he said
he thought he would enter the
draft as a point guard because of
his size and shooting ability.
The Tigers' head coach,
Tevester Anderson, said, "I'm
happy for him to be pursing
his dream. He has the opportunity to have his life dream come
true.

Johnson's former teammates

attended the news conference to
show their support.
"I feel like he made the right
decision. He has everything it
takes to make it. I support him
100 percent," point guard Dakarai Wallace said.
Julius Young, Tiger forward and former teammate at
Jackson's Murrah High School,
said, "I feel great about the decision. He is my childhood friend.
I wish him the best."

Ja'Nekia Barton, a student at Jackson State University, writes for the
Blue & White Flash.

minutes.

Florida was the
scariest team in the

UCLA's last

when the school won
the NCAA crown 10
times in 12 years ending in 1975.
Howland said
UCLA basketball
will always be John

Wooden's program.
Wooden, who grew
up nearby in Indiana
was too

the trip

frail to make
to watch the

team in person.

Then earlier Monday, word arrived
that the 95-year-old
patriarch of UCLA
basketball had been
hospitalized inLos
Angeles. A statement released by
the UCLA sports
information office

before the game said,
"Wooden's hospitalization is not considered serious."

(PATRICK SCHNEIDER/CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/KRT)

Florida's Al Horford dunks in two as the Florida Gators beat
the UCLA Bruins in the championship game.

Aggies lose series,
split doubleheader
A&J ends Jour-game skid
but can't win series
By Mike Moray

Photographer/Reporter
A&T managed to win the
battle, but lose the war as they

the first game oftheir series
with Florida A&M University,
15-6 and then dropped the next
two games 17-11 and 11-5.
The Aggies (12-18, 1-5) came
into their weekend series with
FAMU (5-17, 24) hungry. After
getting swept by Norfolk State
and losing a heartbreaker to the
University of North Carolina at
Greensboro, A&T was on a fourwon

losing streak,
In game one, the Aggies
dominated the Rattlers as four
different Aggies hit homeruns
against FAMU pitcher Ben
game

Baylor in the first three innings.
A&T erased a 2-0 second inning
deficit to jump ahead 6-2 in the
third.
After going through a batting
lull in the fourth and fifth innings, A&T came back to score
two runs in the sixth, one run
in the seventh and then eight in
the bottom ofthe eighth to push
their lead to 15-5.

Senior pitcher Michael Hauff
(3-1), allowed three unearned
runs in seven innings of work,
piling up seven strikeouts
The Aggie offensive explosion
generated 15 runs on 20 hits
as they ended their four-game
winning streak. The meat of the
batting order produced three
notable performances includ-

ing freshman Will Sunderland,
who went 4-5, with four RBI's,
three runs scored, a doubleand
a homerun. In addition, senior
Raul Santiago went 3-4, with four

RBI's, three extra-base hits and
a homerun; Joe Mclntryre went
4-4 with two RBI's and two runs
scored

After getting out of his slump,
Sunderland was optimistic about
moving beyond his freshman

wall

"I'm just glad to get back on
track; I've been slumping here for
a while, and its been a struggle,"
Sunderland said. "I'm just glad to
have a good game and breakout.
Hopefully, continue this the rest
of the season."
In game two, more baseballs
were flying out of War Memorial
Stadium as FAMU bounced back
from their disheartening loss in
the first game to jump all over
the Aggies 6-0 en route to a 17-11
victory.

Chris Eggers got rocked early,
giving up six runs on six hits in
just 1.3 innings of work. A&T

tried to dig themselves out of
that hole in the bottom of the
second. They cut a six run deficit
in half, but it wasn't enough as
both teams traded blows.
No Aggie pitcher could stop
the Rattler onslaught as Jasper
Smith gave up three runs in just
0.3 of inning of work. Chris
Mullins came on after him and
pitched two innings giving up
two runs. Freshman Ronald
Phelps gave up six runs on five
hits in just 0.6 innings. Joe
Mclntyre was the only reliever
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Senior Raul Santiago
went 3-4, with four
RBI's, three extra-base
hits and a homerun.
not to give up

a run in his 2 1/3

mound, but by
then the damage had been done
and then some.
In Sunday's finale the stagger-

innings on the

offensive numbers continued;
the Aggies had their first 30-hit
series (35) since taking two-ofing

three from UAB earlier in the
season. The Aggies also had 31
runs against FAMU, but the
Rattlers countered with 34 runs

and 40 hits, and overshadowed

a stellar offensive performance
from A&.T.
The Aggies (12-18, 1-5) take
on Wofford Wednesday, April
5 at 3 p.m. at War Memorial
Stadium. Their next outting will
be in Daytona for a three-game
series with Bethune-Cookman.
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